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EDITORIAL 


| 


Some Reasons Why 
Evangelical Christians 


Believe In The 
Virgin Birth 


Peter, writing to Christians, says: “But sanctify 
the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always 
to give an answer to every man that asketh you a 
reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and 
reverence. 


Never has such advice been more germane than 
now. With essential Christian doctrines denied or 
questioned on every hand it behooves the Christian 
to be ready to give a reason for his faith. 


In this editorial we take up the doctrine of the 
Virgin Birth. Some of the reasons why evangelical 
Christians believe this doctrine are as follows: 


(a) Because the Bible states plainly, explicitly, 
unmistakaby and unequivocally that Jesus was born 
of a virgin. Both Luke and Matthew give the back- 
yround and the details of this event, withal doing 
so with wonderful delicacy, but with unmistakable 
clarity. Luke is thought to have his story directly 
from Mary. Matthew probably got his from Joseph. 


To the evangelical such clear statements are suf- 
ficient. They accept the Bible at face value. To 
deny such a record is to demolish the entire struc- 
ture of inspiration. 


(b) The evangelical believes in the Virgin Birth 
of our Lord because in unbroken sequence it has 
been held as a tenet of the Church until the rise of 
modern higher criticism, which in essence denies 
the supernatural and the miraculous. 


(c) Because the Virgin Birth is the only logical 
explanation of the incarnation—the union of Deity 
and humanity. 


(d) Because the Virgin Birth is no more re- 
markable than the bodily resurrection of our Lord, 
the keystone of our hope of eternity. When one 
tampers with the great doctrines of Christianity, 
particularly those which have to do with our Lord, 
one does not pull out a doctrine here or there and 
leave an unimpaired Christ; these great truths 
hold together. 


(e) The evangelical believes in the Virgin Birth 
because the One born was the Creator of the world 
to which He now returned as Redeemer. “A// 
things were made by him; and without him was not 
anything made which was made.” The eternal Son 
of God must, of necessity, have come into the world 
in a miraculous manner. “Jn the beginning was the 
W ord, and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God. The same was in the beginning with 
God.” The Bible is full of references to the pre- 
existence of Christ. In the supernatural course of 
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events one would expect Him to come in a super- 
natural way. 


(f) The evangelical Christian believes in the 
Virgin Birth because there is no other possible ex- 
planation of the psychology involved and the record 
of the reactions of those intimately associated with 
the event. First, one must remember the strict 
Jewish law of espousal, as binding as marriage 
itself. Then, the Jewish law regarding adultery; a 
betrothed person to be punished by death if found 
guilty, just as though the marriage ceremony had 
actually taken place. 


In Mary’s case it would have been impossible to 
hide the facts. Furthermore, she would have to face 
accusation by relatives and acquaintances before the 
responsible priest at that time, and that man was 
Zacharias. Rather than try to hide her condition 
she rejoicingly told her cousin, Elisabeth. 


But, Mary’s own reaction shows the purity and 
the innocence of her heart. She does not cringe from 
the announcement but she does ask a searchingly 
pertinent question. She asks how this can be bio- 
logically possible: “Then said Mary unto the angel, 
How shall this be, seeing I know not a man?” 


The reply of the angel is in itself sufficient to 
satisfy any who will believe. Only God’s Holy 
Spirit could have directed this simple sentence, a 
statement so absolutely clear in meaning that any 
can understand and yet so pure in implication that 
any young girl can read it without a blush: “dnd 
the angel answered and said unto her, The Holy 
Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the 
Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore also that 
holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be 
called the Son of God.” 


Mary’s reaction to this statement, which she ac- 
cepted but could not fully understand, was in itself 
a wonderful submission to something which could 
have become an intolerable ordeal: “But Mary 
kept all these things, and pondered them in her 
heart.” 


Joseph’s reaction was also dictated by the accept- 
ance of a fact he could not apprehend but which, 
through faith, he accepted. God knew the perplex- 
ing and distressing problem he, the espoused hus- 
band of Mary, faced, and God spoke to him by a 


direct revelation, just as he had spoken to Mary. 


The crowning evidence of the nature of Christ's 
birth may be seen in Mary’s attitude at the cross. 
Throughout these years she carried the knowledge 
of His supernatural conception in her heart. How 
her mother-heart yearned for her boy! How she 
would have saved him from the cross if she could! 
Why was he being crucified? Because he claimed to 
be the Son of God. As they nailed Him to the cross 
Mary’s heart was torn in agony. If He was being 
crucified because he was deluded she would have 
cried out: “Wait, Oh wait; he is not telling the 
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truth, I will tell you who his father is—he is... 
But, she held her peace. Not one word did she speak 
for she knew that He was the Son of God. 


(g) The evangelical believes in the Virgin Birth 
because of Jesus’ own claims. He asserted He was 
the Son of God. He said He was the Messiah. He 
accepted worship from men. He performed miracles 
no man could possibly perform. His Virgin Birth 
was therefore but a part of His pre-existence, super- 
natural birth, life, death and resurrection. 


(h) Finally, the evangelical believes in the Virgin 
Birth because of the awful alternative. lf He was 
not virgin born then the Bible lies and instead of a 
divinely inspired revelation it becomes a pious fraud. 
If He was not virgin born his mother was a pro- 
miscuous and dishonest woman and he was an illegi- 


timate son. If He was not virgin born He was not 
the Son of God and He Himself was deluded and 
living a life of fraud. If He was not virgin born 
the entire structure of His pre-existence, His es- 
sential Deity, His atoning work, His resurrection 
and our hope of eternity is shattered and we are of 
all men most miserable. 


This is strong language and it is intended to be 
just that. There are those who deny the Virgin 
Birth and who yet claim, by some form of intel- 
lectual legerdemain, the name Christian. But, the 
arguments for the faith of the evangelical are so con- 
clusive and the alternatives so devastating to faith 
and doctrine that one must accept that which the 
Bible plainly teaches or find himself in intellectual 
quick-sands from which there is no way out. 


—L.N.B. 


Well Spoken 


In the September issue of Readers Digest, Dr. 
Norman Vincent Peale has an article, “Let The 
Church Speak Up For Capitalism,” which is timely 


well spoken. 


If one will review the numerous articles written 
by theological liberals on the economic system one 
finds an alarming number of them extremely crit- 
ical of the free enterprise system. The pronounce- 
ments of the Federal Council over the years have 
been characterized by repeated attacks on this sys- 
tem. The meeting of the World Council in Amster- 
dam shocked many by its unwillingness to differ- 
entiate between capitalism and communism. The 
pink fringe of liberalism is even now continuing to 
teach our young people that the economic system 
under which we live is wrong. This is particularly 
in evidence in the literature of the Methodist 


In fact, one of the obvious goals of extreme lib- 
eralism is the destruction of the free enterprise sys- 
tem and the substitution of state socialism. 


Those who are so bent on this disastrous course 
are men and institutions which, even as they under- 
mine our economic system, are themselves the bene- 
ficiaries of that system. 

Recognizing, as we must, that no economic sys- 
tem is perfect; recognizing the injustices and the 
inequalities inherent in our way of life; it is never- 
theless a demonstrable fact that it has brought the 
greatest good to the greatest number of people. 


The aim of the Church should be to make Chris- 
tians of men, whether they be employees or em- 
ployers. In that way alone will the imperfections of 
a system be changed for good. 

Read this article by Dr. Peale. Look searchingly 
at those who would destroy the system by which 
they themselves live. Such a search may pay. 


Church. —L.N.B. 
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A Distant Bugle 
Call 


Ignatius, the early Christian of intrepid soul 
said :—‘‘Let me be food for the wild beasts if only 
God be glorified !”’ 


Polycarp, that soul of patient courage and dedica- 
tion cried: “I thank Thee, O Father, that Thou 


hast numbered me among Thy martyrs.” 


Latimer, as he and his young companion, Ridley, 
marched to their dedication by fire, said: “Master 
Ridley play the man and we shall this day, by 
the Grace of God, light such a fire in England that 
I trust shall never be put out.” 


That is what they said. What do we say, you 
and I, in this year of His Grace, 1950? Out in 
China and Korea, in Japan and Africa in Brazil 
and Mexico, our misionaries are carrying their 
regular load and many of them with crushing extras, 
Some face great personal danger; others have 
abandoned their homes and all their belongings on 
the briefest notice. 


They live among aliens and are often despised 
and persecuted as hated foreigners. Sometimes I 
think we believe there is a different code of life and 
witnessing and accountability for our missionaries. 
We never seem to think that we, in America, should 
live and serve and sacrifice as we expect them to 


do, and as, thank God, they do. 


Our normal burden is far lighter than theirs, 
should we intrepret this as excusing us from at 


least equal devotion to theirs? Again the question 
persists, what do we say? 


The tendency of our day, of which we must all 
feel the tug, is to soft, selfish living. Luxuries 
(and how many we all enjoy) lure to the sidelines 
from the arena. They find us in the rocking chair 
instead of the sweat and mud and blood of no-man’s 
land. Out of the Korean clash, to which we have 
sent and shall send our finest men, we see what a 
few royally brave and desperately committed men 
can do against a host that greatly outnumbers them. 


Our missionaries and our men at the front sound 
a new appeal and a ringing challenge to us who 
sing; ““Ihe Son of God goes forth to war ... Who 
follows in His Train?’: to us, who commit our- 
selves in song: “Lead on O King Eternal, we follow 
not with fears.” Shall we not let the call to utter 
devotion to Christ and His cross and _ salvation 
wash our tired and confused spirits, and energize 
our selfish souls while it is still day? 


We should come at grips with the powers of evil 
and compromise in the spiritual world about us. 
Don’t we want our one life to be worthy of the 
Gospel? We cannot receive its crimson contribu- 
tions and give back only a bloodless gesture. 


Can we be the children of heroism and live all 
our lives only in the protected areas? May God 
stir us, may He arouse us, 


We cannot take our daily food and our peace from 
a Hand that was pierced in garnering them for us 
and then refuse that Hand when it offers us a sword 
and that Voice when it bids us listen to A Distant 
Bugle Call. —S. McPh. G. 


A Vital Prayer 


There are many kinds of prayer: prayer of thanks- 
giving, of intercession, of petition. Most Americans, 
| suppose, would be willing to pray any or all of 
these. 


But the prayer that America needs most is prayer 
of confession, with the plea for forgiveness. This is 
always the hardest form of prayer. The saddest 
news I have heard lately is that there will be no 
day of humiliation and confession of sin. We are 
too proud and too stubborn to acknowledge our sins 
even, much less turn from them. 


While our men are suffering and dying on the 
battlefields of Korea, and sorrow is filling many a 
home here in America, we, on and before this Labor 
Day were rushing hither and thither, desecrating 
the Lord’s Day and indulging in every form of sin 
_known to mankind. 


When will we ever realize the fact stated so 
plainly in God’s Word, that if we have iniquity in 
our hearts, He will not hear us? Before we dare 
ask Him to bless us as a nation, and bless our dear 
soldiers in Korea and elsewhere let us be honest 
enough and humble enough to confess our sins and 


turn away from them. If we want our prayers to be 
answered we must pray as Ezra prayed, and Daniel, 
the premier and statesman, prayed. —J. K. P. 


Why Do The Churches 
Allow It? 


How do unsound men succeed in becoming top 
leaders in the Church of the Lord Jesus Christ? 
Why do the various denominations allow this to 
happen? 


An illustration of what we have in mind is given 
in Time, issue of August 28, 1950, under the 
section entitled Religion. There we are told that 
for 23 years Dr. William Ralph Inge served as 
Dean of London’s St. Paul’s, one of the internation- 
ally prominent pulpits of the Church of England. 
Now retired and age 90, Dean Inge has long been 
referred to as “the Gloomy Dean.”’ 


In Cambridge recently for a meeting of Britain's 
Modern Churchman’s Conference, the Gloomy 
Dean cut loose with some remarks which make one 
wonder if, by even the wildest stretch of the imagi- 
nation, he can be classed as a Christian. 


For instance, consider what this man, who long 
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occupied the pulpit of a church named after Paul 
the Apostle, says with reference to the teachings of 
such Christian giants as John Calvin and Martin 
Luther, who based their thinking on the writings of 
Paul the Apostle. Concerning the teachings of John 
Calvin, the Gloomy Dean stated: “Calvinism is a 
fine, manly creed; it is simply baptized stoicism. But 
as it worships a God who is neither just nor merci- 
ful we can hardly call it Christian.” 


Regarding the great Martin Luther, who many 
Christian scholars believe has done the profoundest 
thinking in matters of religion since the time of 
Paul himself, the Gloomy Dean said: “My detesta- 
tion of that man grows. This spiritual father of 
Adolph Hitler says that the state can do no wrong. 
‘It is God that hangs and beheads men and breaks 
them on the wheel.’ Has any doctrine caused more 
human misery than this?” 


For a Protestant preacher to state that he detests 
the great Martin Luther and considers him re- 


sponsible for the mad-dog career of Adolph Hitler 
represents the heights of human folly. 


After warming up with such preliminary remarks 
as the above, the Gloomy Dean finally comes out 
with the statement that he finds one thing to be 
thankful for: “That the hideous hell-fire theology 
is heard no longer in our churches.” 


Now the Lord Jesus Christ said more about hell 
and about hell-fire than did any other character 
mentioned in the Holy Bible. He taught hell-fire 
theology as no other Bible figure taught it. 


And yet the Gloomy Dean is thankful, he says, 
that the hell-fire theology which the Lord Jesus 
Christ taught is no longer taught by His ministers 
in His churches today. 

Why do churches allow such unsound men as the 


Gloomy Dean to become their top church leaders 
and occupy their most prominent pulpits today? 


—C.W.A. 


We Talk More 
Than We Say 


A dear friend recently gave me these figures. 
The Ten Commandments use but 296 words. ‘The 
Declaration of Independence is told in 300 words 
and Lincoln’s Gettysburg Speech is complete in 366 
words. A recent report, however, of a Government 
agency on a cut in the price of cabbage seed extended 
to 2,621 words. We talk more than we say. 


In what contrast speaks Jesus. To those who 
accept Him as Savior and Lord, His simple, terse 


command for their life is: “FOLLOW ME.” 


Though brief, this command is deep and wide. It 
speaks at once of our evident need of a guide. Alone 
we so often lose the way. We soon find that life’s 
efforts do not mean real progress if exercised apart 
from His will and His way. When we turn to 
“our Own way, we traverse great, barren sweeps 
of life’s desert land. 


There may be effort and activity, there may be 
conscious application; but all movements on the 
wrong road are still lost motion. There must be 
weary and sad retracing of such steps, 


Again, this brief word of Christ’s declares that 
He is going along with us and that He goes in 
front. This He does to show us the way and to 
meet the enemy first and to inspire and encourage 
our spirits. 


Here then there is the joy and gift of fellow- 
ship. A Companion there is along the road Who by 
His very presence raises the journey from a sodden 
plodding, giving it the brisk step of a happy ad- 
venture. Glad fellowship and the warm intercourse 
of a true Friend change everything. 


Then in His Command there is the certainty of 
the goal. If we follow Him we are ever with Him 
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though He is now our unseen Companion. And what 
is Heaven but His own word in John 14; “Where 
| am there ye may be also.” 


At the end of the way, what a climax of soul 
glory and peace! We shall look into the unveiled 
countenance of our Guide, we shall see Him face 


to face. —S.Mc.G. 


Good Women 


All of us are familiar with the splendid poem, 
‘God give us men.” I would like to change it, how- 
ever to “God give us women,” for I believe that 
before we can have men—real men, like those 
described in the poem, we must have women—real 
women—like those described in a greater poem in 


the Bible. 


The wise man tells us that the price of such a 
woman is far above rubies. Her value in the Home, 
the Community, the nation and the Church cannot 
be overestimated. Let our minds run back over 
history, both Bible and profane, and we will see 
how true this is. 


I wish that every woman in our country would 
read the description of this “virtuous woman” as 
we find it in the Book of Proverbs. ‘The setting 
and imagery of this poem and portrait, are nmeces- 
sarily Eastern and old-fashioned, but the great prin- 
ciples underlying her conduct are eternal. 


Her home is secure and blessed, for at the heart 
of this home there is a woman who is trustworthy, 
industrious, kind and generous, with a tongue which 
speaks words of wisdom and kindness, and a crown 
on her head: ‘a woman who feareth the Lord.” 
Her rewards are rich indeed; they are found in her 
husband, her children, her work. 


God give us such women; then we will have our 
homes and our men. —J.K.P. 


Methodist Theologs 
Study Calvin 


Some 40 young theologians at Emory University 
devoted five weeks this summer to the study of 
Calvin’s Instruction in Faith and the Institutes of 
the Christian Religion. And Calvin and the Word 
he proclaimed were positive factors in bringing many 
of these consecrated young men closer to the Holy 
Scriptures and the Christ they proclaim—which 
positions are the true heritage of the Wesleys. 


They found that Calvin was not a speculative 
theorist, but a reformer whose religion consisted in 
faith, called for living in the fear of the Lord, and 
expressed itself in scriptural worship. They drank 
in Calvin’s magnificant essay on the life of a Chris- 
tian man with a love of righteousness implanted by 
the Spirit, guided by the Word, characterized by 
self-denial, nourished by contemplation of the future 
life, motivated by gratitude to the God of all grace 
and the glorious destiny He has for man. 


While their current theologians, Knudson and 
Tennant, emphasize reason, Calvin based his teach- 
ing solidly on the Word. Like Pauch, they under- 
stand Calvin as a biblical theologian. They found 
his “system” to be a synthesis of antithetical propo- 
sitions drawn from the Word (Lecerf), a reformer 
whose faith has strength enough to bear logical ten- 
sions without thereby breaking. (Hauck) Calvin 
rejects the logical concatenation of causes taught by 
Stoicism, and presents God’s hand over man’s as 
the mystery of Providence—because that is what he 


finds in the Word (Acts 2:23; 4:27,28). 


In distinction from the American humanistic 
emphasis they rejoiced in Calvin's stress on God— 
the living God who reveals Himself—the infinite 
majesty of God too high for human thought to 
scale—the mercy of God which is “the true logic 
of religion” — God in His greatness and in His 
graciousness. Instead of the shadow of puny man 
eclipsing the glory of God, they found in Calvin a 
theocentric theology which turns on the Deity of 
the risen, present, living Christ and the Deity of the 
Holy Spirit (Cf. E. Schaeder). 


When they studied the sixth chapter of the second 
book of the Institutes and the last paragraph of the 
sixteenth chapter of that book they were almost 
ready to agree with Niesel that “Calvin has but one 
subject: God made flesh,” or with Hauck that for 
Calvin “faith in God equals faith in Christ.” In 
the Instruction “Christ is the perpetual object of 
faith,” in the Geneva Catechism God utters His 
mercy in Christ and thereby assures us of His love 
toward us, in the Institutes faith unites us to the 
living Christ for our sanctification as well as for 
our justification (Cf. Kolfhaus, !’om christlichen 
Leben nach J. Calvin, pp. 94-101), in the Letter to 
King Francis we assure ourselves that God is a 
propitious Father where His unspeakable love 
toward us is received in the Father’s gift of Christ 
as our brother and our Mediator. 


Other students commented favorably on the place 
which the Holy Spirit has in Calvin’s thought and 
the richness and the care with which he states the 
Reformation Gospel of justification by the grace of 
God through the imputation of the righteousness of 
Christ received by faith alone. The efficient cause 
of justification is the love of God the Father, the 
material cause the obedience and suffering of God 
the Son, the instrumental cause the ilumination of 
the Holy Spirit, that is, faith, the final cause the 
glory of God’s grace in the salvation of sinners, Ct. 


John 3.1-16; Rom. 3.22-26. 


Of course, there are differences from Calvin. A 
number objected to Calvin’s predestination, though 
several expressed themselves as anxious to study this 
further. Many felt that Calvin has abased man too 
much, though Professor Torrance of New College 
has recently set forth the view that Calvin does not 
teach a pessimistic view of man, but that his doc- 
trine of human perversity is really an inference 
from his fundamental thought of the grace of God 
which created a man to mirror God and recreates 
fallen man by the Word to reflect the grace ot 
Christ, Calvin’s Doctrines of Man. 


By the way, these Methodist show themselves 
first class students. They now know Calvin. It will 
be a bit embarrassing if they are fresher and more 
accurate on our theologian than we are. Ask your 
pastor if he has read the Institutes. If not, give him 
a copy on condition that he read them. If he has, 
give him a volume of Calvin’s commentaries on the 
same condition. Let us together get back or up to 
Calvin’s doctrines that God is not idle but ac- 
tivissimus, that Christ is not absent but present 
working in as we work out. John Calvin is a 
biblical theologian who interprets the Word to the 
glory of God’s saving grace acting in the Lord 
Jesus Christ to create and nourish faith, life and 


worship. —Wnm.C.R. 


No Time For’ - 
Pacifism 


We have before us a small pamphlet, signed by a 
number of Southern Presbyterians, seeking the en- 
listment of others in their pacifist organization. 


We do not question the sincerity of these men 
but, we do deplore their objective. Given their own 
way, they would inadvertently, but none the less 
surely, deliver America and all that we hold dear, 
into the hands of the most diabolical system -the 
world has ever seen. 


Pacifists and propaganda for pacifism are _per- 
missible within the rights of a free people, but the 
only way pacifism can continue is for others to fight 
to preserve the way of freedom which makes such 
propaganda possible. Appeasement of evil has never 
resulted in the triumph of right. 


Joseph and Stewart Alsop, writing in a recent 
issue Of The Saturday Evening Post, say: ‘The 
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Kremlin’s true aim is not merely to seize the rocky 
hills of South Korea. It is not merely to grab any- 
thing that is not nailed down. The real Kremlin 
voal is to make the living death of the slave society 
the universal condition of mankind, from the shores 
of the Atlantic to the islands of Japan, from the 
icy cliffs of Spitsbergen to the bright sands of Cape 
Comorin.”’ 


Further, in this same article they say: “If we wish 
to avoid this future choice (a war of desperation or 
surrender), we must face the facts, and do some- 
thing about them. We must rebuild the defenses of 
the West without an instant’s delay. For the true 
basis of the Kremlin’s world strategy is not the 
vulnerability of the exposed flanks, like Korea and 
Iran, although this vulnerability plays its part. ‘he 
true basis of the Kremlin’s world strategy, in fact, 
is the simple predominance of the naked military 
power of the Soviet Empire over the armed strength 
of the United States and the free world. The real 
‘soft spot’ that invited the Korean attack was not 
the weakness of the ineffectual Syngman Rhee, but 
our own weakness.” 


Truly it has been our own weakness; a weakness 
engendered by wishful thinking, unwillingness to 
face the realities of Soviet plans, sacrificing pre- 
paredness for personal or political advantage and a 
willingness to be opportunistic rather than Chris- 
tian, which has brought to us a desperate situation. 


Our temporizing with Communism within our 
land has been no less foolish than a child plaving 
with a deadly snake. The protections aftorded by 
our Bill of Rights and Constitution never contem- 
plated asylum to those who would destroy our free- 
doms. Even today, we treat Communists in our 
country as merely willful and slightly deranged 
innocents. We speak of being afraid of driving the 
Communist Party underground. That is where it 
belongs. It has no rights or place in our social or 
political set-up, Expelling Communist-dominated 
unions from a group does not solve the problem. 
Known Communists should all be deported; and, 
for once at least, Communism recognized and treat- 
ed for what it is. 


The final paragraph of the article referred to 
above we are quoting with the emphasis it deserves: 
“SECURITY FOR THE FREE WORLD CANNOT NOW BE 
PURCHASED CHEAPLY. WE MUST NOT ONLY STEEL 
OURSELVES FOR A PERIOD OF UNIVERSAL RISKS. WE 
MUST ALSO PREPARE FOR A PERIOD OF HEAVY PER- 
SONAL SACRIFICES. IT IS THE ONLY WAY. AT LEAST, 
IT IS THE ONLY WAY UNLESS WE PREFER TO IN- 
DULGE OURSELVES FOR A FUGITIVE INSTANT, AND 
THEN SEE THE TOTALITARIAN SILENCE AND THE 
NIGHT OF SOUL CLOSE OVER THIS WORLD OF OURS.” 


Even facing such alternatives, news from Wash- 
ington would indicate that the two major political 
parties continue to play the present crisis for po- 
litical advantage. Only here and there does there 
seem to be a man who is willing to put aside par- 
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tisan allegiance tor the greater good of all. Such a 
situation should drive Christians to their knees and 
then to the expressing of themselves as Christian 
citizens in no unmistakable terms. The resignation 
of inept and inefhcient men should be demanded 
and they should be replaced by men of vision and 
ability, without reference to previous political affil- 
iation. In fact, the crisis demands a coalition of men 
of known abilities to bring about a preparedness 
which is desperately needed. 


This preparedness includes an attitude of mind 
not yet seen in places of leadership. Politics-as-usual, 
strikes-as-usual, profits-as-usual, pleasure-as-usual, 
are but symptoms of failure to realize the imme- 
diate potentialities our stupidity has made possible. 


Most of all, the Church needs to be shaken from 
its only too often bland assumption that all it has to 
do is to adopt a program and direct men’s thoughts 
towards that which is good. Sinners have never 
been saved by a program, nor have they been re- 
deemed by pointing them to a good way of life. We 
need an all-out return to preaching of the lost con- 
dition of men, out of Christ and a presentation of 
the Christ of the Bible as the one and only hope of 
the individual and of society as a whole. 


If the Church and individual Christians assume 
the spiritual leadership which is their God-given 
duty, this crisis will not have been in vain. 


—L.N.B. 


Pacifism is not the way out. 
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Report From Japan 


To The Southern Presbyterian Journal 


By Donacp E. Hoke 
Special Missionary Correspondent 
Christian Life Magazine 


Note: We heard of Mr. Hoke's visit to Japan and asked him to write an exclusive article for this 


Journal. This arrived by airmail just as we were going to press. 


—L.N.B. 


Tokyo—During the past three months as I’ve toured the mission field of Japan I've seen crisis come to 


the Orient. 


When I came, all was peaceful. A short month later tanks and troops filled Tokyo streets, heading for 
the Korean front. War is in the air everywhere. Some few missionaries and occupation civilians have be- 


come panicky about the situation here. 


War clouds may also have raised two questions 
in the minds of Christians at home: First, “Will 
the Communists try Japan next?’ and _ second, 
“What is the future of missionary work in Japan?”’ 


Southern Presbyterians probably have a_ third 
question, “How is our work faring in Japan?” 


Let me answer these briefly from what I have 
seen and heard here in three months’ intensive sur- 
vey of Protestant missionary activity in these 


Islands. 


Last week I sat in the office of a top occupation 
general. I asked him, “Will the Communists strike 
here next’”’ “Of course not!” he snorted. “The 
Commies won't attack here before they do New 


York. 


To the casual observer the Red break-through of 
the Korean 38th parallel looks like opening the 
spillway of a great dam. Behind it is the massed 
manpower of all Manchuria, China, and Russia. 
This could pour through Korea and overrun Japan. 


As I write, the American reinforcements have 
halted the frantic Red drives and have begun to 
recapture positions. But even this, some fear, would 
not prevent Russian invasion through the Kurile 
Islands which hover in sight of Hokkaido, northern- 
most island of Japan. 


But almost universally, informed sources here 
don’t think this will happen. 


“The next break-through will be in Indo-China 
or Hongkong, | feel,” an Allied consular official 
told me over tea vesterday. ‘““Perhaps Tibet,” an- 
other ventured. 


This opinion is probably the most current one 
among officials and observers who are close to this 
Oriental war. 


“If they're not fools, they'll hit Europe next,” 
the general told me. 


And still another considered opinion expressed to 
me by a former marine intelligence officer is that 


the Communists will strike several places at once. 
probably both in the Far East and Europe. 


But despite these varied opinions on the next 
theatre, objective and informed authorities here 
agree on one grim fact: war is on the way. The one 
hopeful prospect here is that Japan will not be the 
next immediate Communist target. 


This automatically answers the second question 
above. Japanese missions are in no immediate dan- 
ger—not unless or until a world war breaks. 


I believe that Almighty God has placed a sov- 
ereign foot in this door to give these islands one 


last opportunity to hear the saving Gospel of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 


For decades Japan has been a land which mis- 
sions forgot. Some of the outstanding missionary) 
work here has been done by Southern Presbyterians, 
but all combined Protestant missionary effort has 
made a negligible impact upon these 811% millions, 
crowded into these four small islands. 


There are several reasons why the post-war pe- 
riod found the Japanese Church at low ebb. The 
first is the issue of shrine idolatry on which the 
vast majority of the Japanese Church compromised. 
When the government decreed that every person 
and organization bow to the emperor, the imperial 
palace, and the shrines; most of the Church here 
fell to this sin of idolatry. This was not an act of 
patriotism, for the emperor was declared to be di- 
vine, the 124th direct descendant of the Sun 
Goddess. 


The situation was so bad that one denomination 
officially voted the emperor in as the fourth member 
of the Trinity. Another Bishop led a great group 
of his Church to the most prominent shrine ot 
Japan and publicly worshipped. 
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A second reason for the weakness of the Japanese 
Church is the incomprehensibly widespread influ- 
ence of Modernism. “‘No mission field in the world 
is set to turn a man so liberal as is Japan,’ Dr. 
William Mcllwaine, chairman of the Southern 
Presbyterian Mission, told me. Modernism is far 
more advanced in Japan than in America, | would 
estimate, because, as Dr. McIlwaine says, the Ja- 


-panese are “Athenians,” always looking for some- 


thing new. They have gone overboard for Barth- 
ianism, neo-orthodoxy, and every theological wind 
that blows. “But sound Christianity has not become 
a fad,” Dr. McIlwaine continued. 


Third, missionary activity on the whole in 
Japan has been much less than in other countries, 
although the Southern Presbyterian Church had one 
of the largest and strongest missions, numbering 60 
missionaries, here in 1923. The difficulties of pre- 
war missionary work with anti-foreign sentiment, 
pressure on the shrine issue, and the strength of 
pagan religions all worked to make this one of the 
most dificult and least fruitful mission fields. 


But I was happy to find, as I travelled up and 
down Japan, that one of the sanest and finest pieces 
of work that has been done on these islands has 
been done by the Southern Presbyterians. 


When the United Church of Japan was formed 
prior to the war, the Presbyterian Church, fed by 
all the Presbyterian Missions, was forced to go in. 
This united Church is an artificial conglomeration 
of dissimilar bodies who have been unable to agree 
on any creed, though they finally adopted the 
Apostle’s Creed with reservations. Consequently, 
several of the Japanese ministers formery associated 
with the Southern Presbyterian work met right 
after the surrender in 1945 and decided to come 
out of the United Church. In early 1946 they or- 
ganized the “Reformed Church of Japan.” One by 
one other ministers and churches joined them until 


.they now number forty-two. For Japan this is a 


sizeable group of churches. 


The outstanding thing about the Reformed 
Church is that it is founded on the inspiration of 
the Bible, the virgin birth of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
and other fundamentals of the Church. 


And Dr. Mecllwaine advises me that these 
churches were one of the few groups who imme- 
diately before and during the war took an un- 
compromising stand against shrine worship. 


In 1947 this Church re-opened the Seminary at 
Kobe where they now meet on the Southern Pres- 
byterian compound with Dr. McIlwaine as Pro- 
fessor of Old Testament. Again, this Seminary is 
outstanding in Japan for its firm stand for the evan- 
gelical faith. Southern Presbyterians can be assured 
that money invested there will train sound evan- 
gelical leaders. 


Last fall a boys’ college was started on the Island 
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of Shikoku with an all-Christian faculty of mission- 
aries and Japanese. Although they had only thirty 
students this year, they are trying to hold to high 
educational and spiritual standards. 


Nearby. the girls’ high school at Kochi is being 
rebuilt. And in. Nagoya the mission is trying to 
assist in building a Christian faculty and lead this 
large girls’ schools (Middle, High, and College), 
back to a fully consistent Christian position. | visit- 
ed Annie Kok there. She is doing a splendid job, 
not only teaching English in the school but also 
holding evangelistic Bible classes in her home in an 


_effort to reach people in the community. 


Another vital mission work the Southern Presby- 
terians are doing in Japan at present is evangelism 
among Chinese. Evacuated from China, Dr, W. C. 
McLaughlin is doing a splendid work among the 
20,000 Chinese located in the Kobe-Osaka area. 


“It’s the hardest work I ever did,” he told me. 
His first Sunday service was attended by one. “But 
I preached as if there were a thousand,” Dr. Mce- 
Laughlin said. 


Now he has sixty meeting every Sunday. In addi- 
tion he and Mrs. McLaughlin have five Bible 


classes weekly and do house to house visitation. 


Right now he is trying to organize a Bible School 
to train workers to return to China since the mis- 
sionaries have been forced out. The $20,000 he 
needs for this work would be a splendid investment 
and is desperately needed now. A public address 
system and a sound motion picture projector are 
also needed for his evangelistic meetings. 


Materially, money is needed to expand the evan- 
gelistic work and to help rebuild the institutions in 
Japan, Dr. Mcllwaine told me. But more impor- 
tant are the spiritual needs. Prayer is desperately 
needed for preaching of the Gospel to all the people 
in Japan. Sound churches must be built, and Chris- 
tians established in the faith. 


Dr. Mcllwaine believes that the Mission could 
use ten Spirit-filled evangelistic missionaries a year. 
Prayer is needed that only this kind of missionary 
will be sent. 


| have seen one unfortunate thing in the Re- 
formed Church of Japan. Many of the pastors are 
so preoccupied with their theological orthodoxy that 
they have no passion for souls and are doing little 
aggressive evangelistic work. Hence some of the 
churches are small and lifeless. 


The only answer to this need is a Holy Spirit re- 
vival. Japan is wide open to the Gospel today as 
never before. Huge mass meetings give a hearing to 
the Gospel for thousands, and hundreds respond to 
a Gospel invitation. The old gods of the nation are 
temporarily in disfavor, and the people are open and 
hungry for any message that will give them security 


and hope. 
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We know the Gospel is the only message that can 
do this. So, after three months in Japan, I urge you 
to pray for an outpouring of the Holy Spirit upon 
your Church and your missionaries in Japan. And 


as the war clouds are gathering around the world. 
may I urge you to sacrifice and give for these vita! 
projects before it is too late. ““The world passeth 
away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the 
will of God abideth forever.”’ 
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By Reu. Hoyt Evans 


There is a strong temptation to oversimplify in- 
terpretation of the Ten Commandments. This is 
especially true with respect to the eighth command- 
ment: “Thou shalt not steal.”’ 


Christian people are sometimes apt to think that 
stealing involves little other than armed robbery, 
housebreaking, and pickpocketing. In reality, any at- 
tempt to take or withhold from another that which 
belongs to him without giving him all that is due in 
return is stealing. 


You may be altogether inside the bounds of the 
law, and still be guilty of breaking the eighth com- 
mandment. You may be a highly respected citizen 
and at the same time be a thief in the sight of God. 
We shall do well to seek a spiritual, Scriptural in- 
terpretation of the commandments and especially ot 
the eighth. 


One of the most obvious violations of the spirit ot 
this commandment is the use of superior wealth, 
knowledge, and influence to deprive less fortunate 
people of their rightful property. One _ Biblical 
example of this is when David used the power of 
his position to steal the wife of a common soldier. 


Another example of the same thing was the 
notorious treachery of Jezebel in stealing Naboth’s 
vineyard. In both of these incidents nothing could 
be done to right the wrong, because the guilty ones 
had and used power and influence to protect them- 
selves in their sin. 


If you are going to be realistic, you must admit 
that such thievery is still prevalent. With the free 
economic system which we have in this land, it is 
possible for powerful and influential people to de- 
prive weaker fellows of their rights and their 
property, and then to use the same wealth and in- 
fluence to insure themselves against any punishment 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


| 
\ 
} 
| 
: = 23 
= 


of their sins. In the sight of God, such dealing is 
sure to be displeasing as any act of highway robbery. 


Just over forty years ago a group of men became 
very concerned about the subtle sort of sin described 
above. In recognizing it as sinful, they were wise, 
but there their wisdom ceased. They followed one 
stroke of wisdom with two strokes of folly. First, 
they bitterly comdemned and vilified our economic 
system. They denounced as sinful any attempt ot 
any business man to make a profit. Their argument 
‘'s no more reasonable than it is to condemn the 
Christian church because some of its members fall 
short of the goal. 


It is not the system that is sinful, but the people 
who operate under it, and it is impossible to take 
away the sin of the people by changing the system. 
The second stroke of folly was the advocation of a 
new system. Their system is not really new. 


It is based on the socialistic philosophy of Karl 
Marx, but is dignified with new names such as the 
“social gospel’? and “the Christian social order.’”’ A 
number of church people are still actively engaged in 
agitating for this system, and urging the Church to 
throw in its full support. 


What is this system, and what does it mean? The 
social planners claim that their aim is to give all the 
property to all the people. “They seek an equal share 
for all, so they say. That may sound very noble, but 
you must realize that it is impossible for all the 
people to have a hand in operating all the property 
and all the business. 


The system makes necessary a monster govern- 
ment to control the operation of all property, all 
industry and all business. In reality, the people 
become the slaves of the government. That is what 
is being advocated under our very noses and by 
church people at that. 


Of course, no one, not even the most radical 
social planner, expects such a drastic change to take 
place all at once. The plan is for the government to 
take control of private business a little at a time. 
If you think such a thing is impossible, then you 
must remember that it has already taken place in 
Great Britain. The socializers are counting on the 
gulibility of the Christian church to help bring their 
scheme about in the United States. 


There are two very excellent reasons why Chris- 
tians should be concerned and informed about this 
matter. In the first place, this idea of the “‘social 
gospel” is not Christian according to the teachings 
of the Scriptures. The eighth commandment says, 
“Thou shalt not steal.” Those four monosylabic 
words imply very clearly that individuals have a 
God-given right to hold property. 


Jesus teaches in His parables that it is not only 
right, but that it is the duty of property holders to 
increase their property. What is that, if it is not 
working for a profit? Some will surely argue that 
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the parables are to be interpreted spiritually. That 
is true but do you suppose that our Lord would 
have used for an example that which He did not 
approve? The Bible everywhere assumes the right 
of the individual to hold property and to be in 
business for himself. ‘There is no support for 
socialism in the Bible. 


In the one instance where it is cited, it is labled 
as a failure. In short, this “social gospel” is a 
system of thievery. If the government takes over 
your property, or your business, or your profession, 
that is just as clearly stealing as if it were taken by 
an individual. ‘The only difference is that the 
individual could be punished. 


The government can make laws to protect itself. 
It is a system based on the sin of covetousness. In 
Britain and in our own country the cry has been, 
“Soak the rich and give it to the poor.” That has 
been done in Britain to such an extent that there 
are no more rich to soak. Now everybody is being 
soaked. It is clearly a system of stealing, and every 
person who supports or advocates such a system is 
guilty of stealing, even though he be a leader in the 
church. 


In the second place, it is not the proper function 
of the church to advocate any social or economic 
system. What, then, ought the church to do with 
respect to this sin of subtle stealing? The duty of 
the church, as it has always been, is to preach the 
saving Gospel of Jesus Christ. 


| am certainly not trying to hide from any sin. 
[ am ready to admit that there are evils in the 
capitalistic system, but I firmly believe that they 
are due to the fact that there are capitalists whose 
lives have not been changed by Jesus Christ. 


A true Christian will not steal under any circum- 
stances, whether he be rich or poor, whether he have 
the promise of protection or not. All thievery is the 
result of a sinful heart, and only the Lord Jesus 
Christ can remedy that. 


If those of us who believe in the full adequacy of 
the Gospel of Christ would be as zealous as the 
advocators of the social system, then we could free 
our world from the threat of socialism and its 
legalized thievery as well as from the wrongs com- 
mitted by the greedy rich. 


Lord, help us to believe even more certainly that 
the Gospel of Christ can convert thieves of all kinds, 
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Sabbath School Lessons 


LESSON FOR OCTOBER 1: 


By Rev. J. Kenton Parker 


What Is Christian Living ? 


Scripture: Matthew 5:1-20, 18:21-35; Acts 11:19-26; Romans 12:9-21; Philippians 1:27-30; I Thessa- 
lonians 5:15-23; James 1:22-27, Devotional Reading: Luke 10:25-37. 


We must have LIFE before we can have LIVING. LIFE comes through Christ. HE that hath the Son 
hath life. HE that hath not the Son of God hath not life. The natural man is dead in trespasses and sins. 
Before he can begin to live he must come to God in and through Christ: must be born again. 


The question of our lesson is a big question. We 
can look at Christian living from many different 
angles. In a general way we might find our answer 
in our devotional reading. The lawyer asked Jesus 
the question, What must I do to inherit eternal life? 
In answer Jesus quoted the summary of the Ten 
Commandments, Thou shalt love the Lord thy 
God ... and thy neighbor as thyself. We might 
say that Christian living expresses itself in love to 
God, and love to men. 


Then, to illustrate what love to our neighbor 
meant Jesus relates the parable of the Good Sa- 
maritan. He is not trying to tell us all of the Chris- 
tian living, or even the first part, but only that part 
which relates to our neighbor, or other people. 
There are three ways in which we can live in re- 
lation to those about us: the way of the robbers; 
greedy, grasping, murdering; the way of the priest 
and Levite; formal religion, but coldness, indiffer- 
ence and selfishness of life: the way of the Sa- 
maritan; love, sympathy, helpfulness. 


Christ did far more for us—sinners, lost, robbed, 
wounded, dead—than the Good Samaritan did for 
the man by the roadside. He not only served us, but 
He took our place and died for us. He says to us, 
His followers, I have left you an example. The real 
Christian will follow his Christ in ministering to 
the needs of men. 


The material for today’s lesson is so abundant 
that I will select only some of the many lessons 
taught. 


I. Christian Living Is A Blessed 
Or Happy Way Of Living: 
Matt. 5:1-20. 


A recent book is entitled, The Art Of Real Hap- 
piness. I believe we can get at the heart of real 
happiness from these verses. 


1. Real happiness is a condition of the soul in re- 
lation to God and man, and does not depend upon 
outward circumstances or environment. The real 
Christian can be happy under the most adverse con- 
ditions; the poor in spirit, who have no confidence 
in the flesh; those who mourn on account of sin or 
sorrow ; the meek and humble, without false pride; 
those who hunger and thirst after righteousness; 


the merciful, the pure in heart, the peacemakers, 
and the persecuted. 


This picture is very different from the world’s 
idea of happiness, but all of us know that the world 
is far from being either happy or contented. The 
people described by Jesus in the Beatitudes have 
rich rewards. 


2. Real happiness or blessedness makes us a bless- 
ing to the world. What two things bring happiness 
to the world more than salt and light? Salt pre- 
serves from corruption and gives flavor to our food. 
Light enables us to see and enjoy the world in which 
we live. Life is not worth living unless it is the 
Christian way of living. The Christian way of 
living is the only way that fills the heart with joy. 


II. Christian Living Must Include 
Forgiveness: Matthew 18:21-35. 


In our contact with the world, and even with our 
Christian brethren in the world, we must exercise 
the grace of forgiveness. Peter thought there was a 
limit to the number of times we ought to forgive, 
but Jesus said, not seven times, but seventy times 
seven, or always. 


As was often the case, He tells a story to illustrate 
what He meant—the parable of the unmerciful ser- 
vant, and concludes by saying, So likewise shall you: 
heavenly Father do also unto you, if ye from you: 
hearts forgive not every one your brethren their tres- 
passes. One of the basic laws of Christian living is 
this attitude of forgiveness. If God, for the sake of 
Christ, has forgiven our sins then we must forgive 
those who have wronged us. 


I11. Christian Living Means Preaching 
Jesus Christ: Acts 11:19. 


Over and over again in these verses we have this 
thought expressed in different ways: “preaching the 


word”; “preaching the Lord Jesus”; “exhorted. 


them’... they would cleave unto the Lord”; 
“taught much people.” This exaltation of Christ 
moved the people of Antioch to call them “Chris- 
tians’; their whole life seem so centered in Christ. 
Would that this were always true of us today! The 
Christian way of living is Christ’s way. We are His 
witnesses here in the world; our business is to “know 
Him and make Him known to others.”’ 
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II’. Christian Living Is 
ictorious Over Evil: 


Romans 12:9-21. 


The 12th chapter of Romans might be called, 
“The Transformed Life’: “not conformed to this 
world, but transformed.” This transformed life is 
a surrendered life, showing forth the will of God. 
Such a life will be victorious over evil, both within 
and without. There is much evil in the world; 
hatred and pride and strife. The world hated and 
persecuted the Christ; it will treat us in the same 
manner. 


How shall we overcome? Will we return “tit for 
tat,” evil for evil? Is there not a better, a more 
Christ-like way? Both here and in the Sermon on 
the Mount we are told of a better way—the way of 
love and kindness and patience and forgiveness and 
peace. Loo often Christians have tried the tactics of 
the world, to avenge themselves. Victory never 
comes this way, We must overcome evil with good. 


|. Christian Living Must Be 
“Worthy Of The Gospel”: 
Philippians 1:27-31. 


“Let your manner of life be worthy of the gos- 
pel.” The gospel of Christ is a glorious Gospel. It 


Your Rally Day offering 
will be used to help 
to teach 


PEOPLE 


654,000 in our 
Presbyterian family 
to reach 


PEOPLE 


28 Million In Our 
Southland unclaimed by 


any denomination 


Give generously 


RALLY DAY! 


SEPTEMBER 13.1950 


centers in a glorious Christ who lived and died and 
rose again. We are to be crucified with Him and 
risen with Him; dead to sin and alive to God 
through Christ. There are adversaries to face, bat- 
tles to fight. 


We must be willing, not merely to believe, but to 
suffer, if need be, for His sake: faith and faithful- 
ness and suffering often go together. Is my life 
worthy of the Christ who died for me, and lived 
for me, and rose triumphant over the grave? 


If the lives of you Christian people were like the 
Christ you preach—the Gospel you proclaim, you 
would convert the whole of India in a short time. 
Have missions failed in many places because of the 
difference between our Gospel and our lives? 


VI. Christian Living Is 
“Following That Which Is Good”: 
I Thes. 5:15-23. 


There is a whole list of “good things” given in 
short, pithy sentences in these verses. It is a good 
thing to be happy Christians, always rejoicing for 
we have much cause for joy. Paul, in his letter to 
the Philippians, says, Rejoice in the Lord alway, 
and again, I say, rejoice. 


It is a good thing to pray. Prayer changes men, 
the man who prays, and the men for whom we pray: 
prayer also changes things, for there are more things 
wrought by prayer than this world dreams of. 
Prayer changes men, and these transformed men 
change things, by the grace and power of God. 


It is a good thing to give thanks unto the Lord, 
and to praise the name of the Most High. Grati- 
tude ought to be one of the most natural reactions 
to the goodness of God. It is a good thing to yield 
to the Spirit, never grieving or quenching Him, for 
He is the One who convicts, regenerates, enlightens, 
guides and comforts. 


It is a good thing to listen to prophets and 
preachers. It is good (and wise) to prove, or test 
all such preaching and prophesying, holding fast that 
which is good. It is good to abstain from all appear- 
ance of evil (every form of evil), for evil brings 
sorrow and barrenness into heart and life. It is 
good to be “sanctified,” consecrated, set apart, in 
body, soul, and spirit, for we are not our own; we 
are bought with a price. 


VII. Christian Living Is 
Doing The Word: 
James 1:22-27. 


Hearing is important: “O earth, earth, earth, 
hear the Word of the Lord: He that hath ears to 
hear, let him hear.” But hearing is not enough. To 
forget what we hear; to refuse to do what we know 
we ought to do, only brings greater condemnation. 
The practice part is vital both to our understanding 
of what we hear, and to our growth in the Chris- 
tian life. 
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This is true at the very beginning of Christian 
Life. Belief, or trust, saving faith, as our Catechism 
puts it, is receiving and resting upon Him as He is 
offered to us in the gospel: it is far more than in- 


tellectual assent: the devils believe and tremble. 

And “doing” continues to be vital. We prove our 
faith by obedience to His commands. We grow by 
‘doing,’ by spiritual exercise. Let us be “doers of 
the Word, and not hearers only.” 


Reviews 


Books reviewed or advertised in The Journal may be ordered 
from The Southern Presbyterian Journal Book Department, 
Weaverville, N. C. 


THE PROPHET JEREMIAH, by John Calvin. 
Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing House. Two volumes. 
$3.50 each. The commentaries of Jeremiah were 
originally lectures delivered at the theological school 
of Geneva. The translation from the Latin was 
done by the distinguished Dr. John Owen whose 
preface is dated September, 1850. 


Throughout these volumes, we find Jeremiah’s 
message faithfully explained, the meaning clearly 
stated and brief deductions are made as the subjects 
legitimately warrant. 


Although we are told that these lectures were 
extemporaneously delivered, yet there are order, 
brevity, clearness and direct diction found in them. 
The first volume covers the first nine chapters of 
Jeremiah and presents 38 lectures. A soul-stirring 
prayer is found at the end of each lecture. 


The second volume contains expositions on the 
prophecy of Jeremiah from chapters 10-19. At the 
close of Volume II there is a splendid translation of 
Calvin's version of Jeremiah, chapters 1-19. 


—John R. Richardson. 


THE BOOK OF JOSHUA, by John Calvin. Wm. 
B. Eerdmans Publishing House. $3. The Com- 
mentary on Joshua was one of the last literary 
labors of the celebrated exegete. When he engaged 
in it his constitution, which had never been strong, 
was pratically worn out by excessive exertion. We 
are told by the translator that almost every line of 
this commentary was dictated by Calvin to his 
amanuensis during momentary intervals of relief 
from severe bodily pain. So exhausted was Calvin 
that his friends remonstrated with him about con- 
tinuing in producing this commentary. 

He exclaimed, “Would you that the Lord when 
He comes should find me idle!’ Viewed in the light 


For Only Two Dollars 


Three Publications By Dr. J. B. Bisceglia 
1. ITALY’S CONTRIBUTION TO THE RE- 
FORMATION. 
2. ITALIAN EVANGELICAL PIONEERS. 
3. FROM ROMANISM TO EVANGELICAL 
CHRISTIANITY. 


Order From THE ITALIAN INSTITUTE 
P. O. Box 4553 Kansas City, Mo. 


of these circumstances, this book has been called 
“Calvin’s dying bequest to the church—a solemn 
ratification of the whole system of doctrine which 
he had so long and so earnestly and so successfully 
promulgated.” In the production of this book 
Calvin, like Joshua, was anxious to advance the 
glory of God. 

There is much useful material found in these 
three volumes. The minister or Sunday School 
teacher who reads these commentaries will be better 
qualified to effectively present the truth presented 
in Jeremiah and Joshua. The findings of Calvin stil] 
benefit God’s people. The expositions of Calvin 
have lasting worth and values for today in both 
preaching and teaching. —John R. Richardson. 


REVIT AL IN OUR TIME, by Billy Graham. 
lan Kampen Press. $2. Although this volume was 
published only four months ago, it has become one 
of the best-selling books of the year. Van Kampen 
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Press recently reported that it has gone into a print 
order exceeding 40,000 copies. This new volume 
chronicles the phenominal evangelistic campaigns 
conducted by Billy Graham in Los Angeles, Boston, 
Columbia and in New England. 


Dr. Harold J. Ockenga, pastor of the Park Street 
Church, Boston, Mass., has provided the introduc- 
tion to this volume. Writing out of his own ex- 
perience, Dr. Ockenga says, “God has broken 
through the crust of conservative, cultured, and 
intellectual Boston by the preaching of Billy 
Graham. Not since the revival days of Billy Sunday 
has anything happened in Boston comparable to 
this. ‘Thousands have been converted and tens of 
thousands have heard the gospel preached in power.” 
Dr. Ockenga is of the opinion that there can be no 
explanation of this spiritual awakening outside of 
the supernatural. He gives all the glory to God, 
using Billy Graham as the human instrument in 
this movement. 


Throughout this book we see God in action. A 
number of unusual conversions are recorded in these 
chapters. People who have been asking, “What 
keeps Billy Graham ticking?” will find the answer 
in this new book. A very significant chapter is 
written by J. Edwin Orr on the subject, “Preparing 
for the Revival.” 


Included in this volume are six of Billy Graham’s 
sermons which have been used and blessed of God 
in a spiritual way. The question has been raised, 
“What did Billy Graham preach during the revival 
in Los Angeles and Boston?” These six selected 
sermons will provide the answer. They are forth- 
right gospel messages. 


They are replete with Scripture and one cannot 
help but feel the passion of the evangelist for the 
salvation of souls in every paragraph. The sermon 
entitled ““The Home God Honors,” is especially 
helpful. It is worth the price of the book. 


This book with its factual contents should serve 
as a rebuke to those who have been prophesying that 
the day of mass evangelism is over. Here is a young 
man just 31 years of age preaching the simple gospel 
tree from emotionalism and _ hysteria. 


God is blessing his ministry as He has few within 
vur own century. It shows that the Holy Spirit is 
still willing and able to honor the proclamation of 
the Word of God in the conversion of souls. We 
welcome the appearance of this book. It should be 
placed in our libraries with the best works in the 
field of evangelism as a record of what God is 
doing in the middle of our century. 


THE LION AND THE LAMB, by Gerald 


Kennedy. A bingdon-Cokesbury Press. $2.50. Bishop 


Kennedy is a practiced and versatile writer. He 
writes with ease and is gifted in expressing his 
thoughts in striking style. This book deals with the 
paradoxes of the Christian Faith. 


SEPTEMBER 13, 1950 


In it he points out the contrasts and apparent 
contradictions in Christianity. He is persuaded that 
in the Christian faith the truth is frequently “both- 
and” rather than “either-or.”’ 


Among the paradoxes discussed are: foolishness 
and wisdom, judgment and forgiveness, sorrow and 
joy, gentleness and austerity, prudence and careless- 
ness, humility and assurance, death and life, and a 
number of others based upon this same literary 
device. Such subjects are designed to stimulate our 
thought processes, and rarely do they fail to do-so. 


The bishop is correct in stating that “times of 
danger demand a theology and not a philosophy.” 
He might have added that in times of danger we 
need the right kind of theology. Unfortunately, this 
writer is not always clear in his theology, and some 
of the things he says smack of Unitarianism. 


For example, in his last sermon (p. 232) he 
wrote: “Was He (Christ) God or Man or both? 
But after we have exhausted our mental powers, we 
know that precise statement is possible, To make 
Jesus a deity robs His humanity of any meaning and 
makes the example of His life a farce.”’ 


This is what this reviewer must call dad theology. 
In making this statement this present-day leader of 
Methodism has departed from the ecumenical the- 
ology of Nicea and Chalcedon as well as the affirma- 
tions of John Wesley and the Methodist discipline 
on this most important subject. We need to remem- 
ber, as H. G. Moule has put it, “A Savior not 
quite God is a bridge broken at the farther end.” 


We wonder if the bishop has read C. S. Lewis’ 
trenchant words on this particular point. Said Lewis, 
“I’m trying here to prevent anyone from saying the 
really silly thing that people often say about Him: 
‘I’m ready to accept Jesus as a great moral teacher, 
but I don’t accept His claim to be God.’ That's the 
one thing we mustn’t say. A man who was merely a 
man and said the sort of things Jesus said wouldn't 
be a great moral teacher. He’d either be a lunatic— 
on a level with the man who says he’s a poached 
egg—or else he'd be the Devil of Hell. You must 
make your choice. Either this man was, and is, the 
Son of God: or else a madman or something worse. 
You can shut Him up for a fool, you can spit at Him 
and kill Him as a demon; or you can fall at His 
feet and call Him Lord and God. But don’t let us 
come with any patronising nonsense about His being 
a great human teacher. He hasn’t left that open to 
us. He didn’t intend to. We are faced, then, with a 
frightening alternative. This man we're talking 
about either was (and is) just what He said or else 
a lunatic, or something worse. Now it seems to be 
obvious that He wasn’t either a lunatic or a friend: 
and consequently, however strange or terrifying or 
unlikely it may seem, I have to accept the view that 
He was and is God. God has landed on this enemy- 
occupied world in human form.”—John R. Richard- 
son. 
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